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On October 14, 2014, the USDA Systematic Entomology Laboratory at the Smithsonian confirmed the partial 

adult and larval specimens recovered from a white fringe tree (Chionanthus virginicus) as emerald ash borer 

(EAB). EAB larvae and a partial adult specimen were collected from four white fringetrees up to 20 miles 

distant from one another in the Dayton, OH area. Also present in the infested material were D-shaped holes and 

fully developed galleries identical to those caused by EAB. 

  

Scott Pfister, Pest Management Division Director, explained in the October 28
th

 Kentucky Pest News that based 

on these findings, APHIS PPQ is conducting studies to determine the full extent to which EAB is able to 

complete its life cycle and utilize white fringetree as a host, which will take several months. APHIS is also 

revisiting previous research on whether other members of the Olive family can serve as hosts to EAB and 

whether this is a local phenomenon or occurring across the EAB infested part of white fringetree’s range. 

  

White fringetree is in the olive family, as is the genus Fraxinus (ash). While other members of the olive family, 

including lilac and privet, were tested for host suitability, those species were not considered suitable hosts for 

EAB. Further stud and evaluation of white fringetree’s suitability as a host will be undertaken. White fringetree 

is native to the United States and grows wild from New Jersey south to Florida and west to Oklahoma and 

Texas. It is a popular ornamental tree that has been planted in other parts of the country. 

  

Anyone reading this post should think seriously about what this means. The Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) may 

start destroying yet another tree in our landscapes! I love my White fringetree that is planted in my front 

landscape. It is spectacular when it blooms with its fringe-like white flowers. They are attractive up close and 

draw your attention from afar. Any of your tree and shrub books will recommend this tree because problems are 

rarely serious for this tree….until now! We will need to keep a close eye on our fringetrees and hope for the 

best! 

  

I’m sorry to bring you such disturbing news about the Emerald Ash Borer, but being an informed gardener is 

important. We all just need to check our trees as we walk around our gardens. 

  

Enough bad news! Let’s think about what you would like to add to your gardens this year. Do you have enough 

places to sit and enjoy the fruits of your labor? No matter how big or small your garden, you’ll enjoy it more if 

it includes places to sit! As gardeners we are driven, but we need to give ourselves permission to sit and “smell 

the roses”! 

   

 


