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Pretty Bully in the Woods 
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Have you been enjoying the spurts of warm and sunny weather? This is a great time to take a walk in the woods 

to look for blooming wildflowers! I spent several hours hiking in the Lake Katharine State Nature Preserve in 

Jackson, Ohio this past weekend. One of the preserve managers led us on a wildflower walk where along the 

way I added some new plants to my “life list”. 

  

Trailing Arbutus (Epigaea repens), Blue Cohosh (Caulophyllum thalictroides), White Trout-lily (Erythronium 

albidum) and Spring Cress (Cardamine bulbosa) were among the more than 30 wildflowers that had our group 

snapping photographs and checking our lists. A highlight of the hike was on a boardwalk through a pristine 

vernal pool area.  

  

As we walked along the Salt Creek Trail the large spread of Virginia Bluebells along the floodplains will be a 

sea of blue in the coming weeks. I soon realized the absence of a yellow invasive plant that is spreading through 

the woods and floodplains in our area – Lesser Celandine (Ranunculus ficaria). This low-growing herbaceous 

perennial belongs to the buttercup family and is sometimes called “fig buttercup”. It is a low plant of wet 

places, but not submerged. In my landscape, Lesser Celandine has become comfortable in drier places as well. 

  

The 1- inch diameter glossy butter-yellow flowers are borne singly on stalks and have 8 petals. The succulent, 

shiny dark green kidney or heart-shaped leaves are tightly clustered at the base of the plant. This highly invasive 

plant is native to Eurasia and it was originally sold in the U.S. as an ornamental.  

  

This plant is sometimes confused with a much friendlier plant, the Marsh Marigold (Caltha palustris) which has 

a bright yellow flower with 5 – 9 petals, is taller, and has roots submerged. The Cedar Bog, close to Springfield, 

Ohio is a great place to find Marsh Marigolds. 

  

This spring I am discovering new patches of Lesser Celandine in my landscape. The “weed” is spread by seed 

and by movement of thickened underground stems or tubers in contaminated soil or by wildlife. For example, 

deer may transport pieces of tubers between their hooves or under their dew claws to new locations. In 

southwest Ohio, the plant spends most of its life underground from June through January. Typically, leaves 

begin to appear in February and colonies thicken through March and April. Blooms appear in late-March and 

early April. By May, the above-ground portion of the plant begins to fade. Chemical control recommendations 

in the literature tend to focus on multiple applications of systemic glyphosate-based herbicides starting in 

February. Be sure to read all chemical directions carefully and follow all directions.  

  



 
 

Want more information on Natural Areas and Preserves? Visit their website at www.ohiodnr.com/dnap. 

  

It’s not too late to register for the upcoming training classes to become a Master Gardener Volunteer!  Adams, 

Brown and Highland Counties are combining to present the training starting in October. The cost is $150 and 

the deadline to register is May 31, 2015. A $100 (non-refundable) deposit is required at the time of registration. 

We need a minimum of 10 committed trainees in order to present the 13 training classes. If the minimum of 10 

is not met the $100 deposit will be refunded. The location will be announced at a later date, as we will attempt 

to have the classes in a location that will minimize driving for the majority of participants.   

  

If you have any questions you can contact David Dugan (937-515-2314), Faye Mahaffey 

(fhmgarden@gmail.com), Gayle Chadwell (gaylechad@yahoo.com),  Ray Koch (koch.381@osu.edu), or 

OSUE Brown County office (937-378-6716). 

 To learn more about the OSUE Master Gardeners, be sure to visit our website (mastergardener.osu.edu). 

  

I have been cleaning out flower beds and hope to plant a little garden in between the rain drops this week. 

What’s on your “to do” list? 
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