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Ready, Set, Grow!  
Submitted by Faye Mahaffey 

OSUE Brown County Master Gardener Volunteer 
 

Are you enjoying this unbelievably warm weather and walking around to see what’s happening in the flower beds? My 

daffodils will probably start blooming by the end of the week if the forecast is right! My Magic Lilies’ foliage is standing 

tall at about 2 inches. We didn’t have a chance to walk in the woods this past weekend, but there are loads of photographs 

on Facebook showing all sorts of Spring Ephemerals emerging and even blooming. 

  

Have you ordered your seeds yet? I must admit that I have been a slacker this year and will probably be disappointed 

when I submit my orders. 

  

To help avoid purchases not needed, I always try to ask myself a few questions when considering plant material.  

1. What exactly is the plant in question? Most vegetables and flowers are pretty straightforward, but sometimes a 

plant is written-up to have outstanding and perhaps unexpected features. Common names may vary, so look for 

Latin or scientific names to be listed, in particular with ornamental plants. If not given, you may not get the plant 

you think you are ordering. 

2. Do I really need it? (Oh my…. this is a tough question for any gardener.) The plant may have outstanding 

characteristics, but could be a poor fit for an individual situation. Remember that the plant needs to fit the site 

where planted. This means not only the right sun or shade levels and soil conditions, but also fitting into the 

scheme of the landscape. 

3. Will it grow here? Plant hardiness is very important selection factor for trees, shrubs, and ornamental plants. Be 

sure you know your zone and check the information given in the catalog. Related to hardiness is length of the 

growing season. Again, be sure to check the catalog for how days to maturity for vegetables and know your 

average last frost date for your area. 

4. What are the needs of the plant? Needs include things such as fertilizer, water, light, pruning, and space. Again, 

consider whether the plant is really a good fit for your yard and garden and the amount of attention you plan to 

give. A “needy” plant has no place in my flower beds. I become ruthless as the dry, hot days of summer come, 

and that flower that likes “wet” feet is definitely doomed since I hate to pull out the garden hose! 

 

One way we can all create a lower maintenance garden is to consider using plants native to our area. More and more 

nurseries are adding native plants to their inventories.  

 

If you would like to learn more about Native plants, mark your calendars for the March 16
th

 garden seminar being hosted 

by the OSUE Brown County Master Gardener Volunteers. Dale Dyer will present a program about the Heritage Gardens 

at the Ohio Governor’s Residence in Bexley. Dale is a OSUE Brown County Master Gardener Volunteer, a Governor’s 

Gardener, and an Ambassador for the Heritage Gardens. All seminars are free and open to the public and are held at the 

Mt. Orab campus of Southern State Community College in Room 107 starting at 7:00 p.m. Be sure to check SSCC’s 

website for closings due to winter weather at www.sscc.edu. If SSCC is closed, the seminar is cancelled. 

 

Thinking of starting a new flower bed or garden? Now is the time to do your dreaming, research and planning! It won’t be 

long before we can dig in the dirt again! 

  

 

http://www.sscc.edu/

