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Ready or Not – December is Here! 
Submitted by Faye Mahaffey 

OSUE Brown County Master Gardener Volunteer 

 
Poinsettias can be found everywhere in stores this year! Red, pink, white, brown, are just a few of the colors I have 

observed this year. Some even had a heavy dose of glitter added for some extra “bling”. I actually started seeing 

poinsettias before Thanksgiving this year!  
 

I love poinsettias but don’t have much luck keeping them alive when I bring them home. They just seem to be to “needy” 

for me. My mom would tend to her poinsettias all winter long and then put them outside in the summer. Mine always 

ended up in the compost pile! 
 

Picking out the best poinsettia is more than looking for the biggest, fullest one, according to the OSUE Buckeye Yard and 

Garden Line. Yes, the plant should be full with multiple blossoms. The bracts should be the color you want and look for 

the small green buttons (cyathia) in the center of the colored bracts. These buttons will eventually develop into little 

yellow flowers. Most of the larger poinsettias are actually 3 to 5 plants in one pot, rather than one multiple-branched plant. 
  

Check your plant carefully. Avoid poinsettias with yellowed lower leaves. Yellowed leaves means that the plant has not 

been watered properly or the root system is not healthy. Select a plant with green leaves down to the soil line. Look at the 

underside of the leaves for white flies or their eggs. You don’t want to bring these plant pests into your home! Quality 

plants from well-managed greenhouses may not be the cheapest available, but they will be free of pests and are worth the 

extra money. 
  

Once you purchase a healthy, well-formed poinsettia, transport it home in a plant bag to protect it from the cold. Have 

your car warmed up before putting a poinsettia in it. Temperatures below 50 degrees F will cause the leaves to fall. Once 

home, place the plant where there is sufficient bright, natural light to read fine print. Keep the plant out of drafts. Water 

your plant when the soil surface feels dry to the touch. Apply enough water so that it drains out the bottom of the pot, but 

don’t allow the plant to sit in standing water. 
  

Can you actually get you poinsettia to bloom next year? Poinsettias require a year-round schedule of care in order to 

rebloom the following year. This involves a drying down and resting period in April, pruning, repotting, and fertilizing in 

May, moving the plant outside in June, pinching in August and September, and a light treatment beginning in October. If 

you have done all these things, you may be able to rebloom the plant for this season. Ok….really? Gardeners try to do 

this? I put this in the same category as trying to save all the summer blooming bulbs. Way too much effort! My Mom used 

to plant her poinsettia outside in a flower bed after caring for it the whole winter. She never tried to get it to rebloom, but 

instead just enjoyed its green foliage. 
  

Looking for some houseplants for gifts other than the usual holiday Poinsettia, Amaryllis, Christmas Cactus, or 

Cyclamen? You might consider a Peace Lily, Succulents, Crotons, Potted Citrus, Staghorn fern or Air Plants. Many 

gardeners (me included) don’t have a lot of houseplants. I am ready for a break from plant maintenance.  I bring in the pot 

of Rosemary, Catnip (for Miss Kitty) and I have a pot of Aloe that stays inside year-round. 
  

Did you check off everything on your November task list? Next week’s article will review the December list of garden 

chores. Have you received your first seed catalogs? The stack by the chair is getting taller each day! 


