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Growing up on the farm meant no summer vacations, but we always seemed to squeeze in a long drive after 

Sunday dinner. My husband and I continue the tradition and usually take a drive to check the crops and my 

attention is always drawn to what is blooming along the roadside. There have been a few times when I have 

asked him to turn around and go back so I could take a picture of something I can’t identify.  

  

Have you been noticing what is showing its colors lately? The Butterfly weed (Asclepias tuberosa) is 

spectacular this year as is the Chicory (Cichorium intybus). 

  

According to Stan Tekiela, author of Wildflowers of Ohio, Chicory is also known as Blue Sailor or Ragged 

Sailor. Its few flowers open one at a time and last only one day. This European import, believed to come from 

Eurasia, was brought to the U.S. to be cultivated for its long taproot, which can be roasted and ground as a 

coffee substitute or additive.  

  

One of my newest roadside discoveries is Boneset (Eupatorium perfoliatum). According to Tekiela, this tall 

plant is common along roads, wet ditches, prairies, and wet meadows. Boneset is easy to identify by its large 

crinkled leaves and large leaf base that joins around the stem, making the plant appear to be growing through 

one large leaf (perfoliate). Closely related to Joe-pye Weed and White Snakeroot, Boneset is one of the few 

late-summer-blooming plants. It is a great nectar plant for Bronze Copper, Monarch, Crescent, and Fritillary 

butterflies. 

  

What other plants are blooming this month? Robert Henn, author of Wild Flowers of Ohio, has quite a long list 

that includes the following: Dense Blazing-star, Cardinal Flower, Compass plant, Green-headed Coneflower, 

Tall Coreopsis, Joe-Pye Weed, Tall Blue Lettuce, Swamp Milkweed, Stinging Nettle, Partridge Pea, Pokeweed, 

Rattlesnake Plantain, Tansy, Blue Vervain, and Virgin’s Bower. 

  

The heat and humidity has been tough on my container plants. I looked out on one of the hottest days and my 3 

pots of mint were wilted! The vegetable plants in the garden seemed to be handling the heat, but I have been 

watering the cucumbers and squash. I am “patiently” waiting for the green tomatoes to start ripening. Have you 

been checking for pests and diseases? Things can happen quickly this time of year! Better to be safe, then sorry! 
 


