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Save Time and Help Pollinators 
Submitted by Faye Mahaffey 
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Have ever considered planting pollinator habitats where you would normally mow?  Creating pollinator habitats 

in ditches, waterways, and other areas not in crop production on farm ground can help free up your time and 

help pollinators too. 
 

According to a recent Successful Farming article, “All farmers have places they mow. These areas are the 

perfect environment for warm-season grasses and forbs.” While there’s an up-front investment, these habitats 

need minimum upkeep once they are established.  

 

Whether it’s 1 acre or 10 acres, it will help to increase the population of beneficials, such as honeybees, wild 

bees, or other insect pollinators, plus, it will reduce time spent mowing.  

It’s not just honeybees that will benefit from pollinator habitat-monarchs will too. Monarch caterpillars only eat 

milkweed, without it, they can’t survive. Not only that, monarch butterflies also rely on milkweed for laying 

their eggs, according to Bob Hartzler, Iowa State University Extension weed specialist. 
  

I can remember my Dad working hard to eradicate Milkweed from our cattle pastures. As I tend to my 

Milkweed patch I am sure that my Dad is looking down at me and shaking his head in disbelief. We just didn’t 

realize what the impact of wide spread use of glyphosate and Roundup Ready crops would have. 
  

Pollinator mixes are available through the NRCS contain forb, legume, and grass seed to add diversity and 

structure. Taking it one step further and adding milkweed to the mix would make it friendly to the monarchs 

too. Adding additional seed of milkweed species could be added to the pollinator mixes to make the areas more 

attractive to monarchs. Pollinator species are experiencing population declines across the United States. In 

response to this decline, the Ohio Division of Wildlife and other partners have created the Ohio Pollinator 

Habitat Initiative (OPHI) to educate the public and help create beneficial habitat for pollinators. 
  

Since most homeowners can’t devote even an acre to a pollinator habitat, what are their options? Any size 

pollinator habitat is better than none! Remember that a flower-less landscape is a pollinator desert. If you are 

fearful to have a patch of common milkweed (Asclepias syriaca), you might plant Butterfly-Weed (Asclepias 

tuberosa), Sullivant’s Milkweed (Asclepias sullivantii), or Swamp Milkweed (Asclepias incarnata). 
  

It’s time to mark your calendars for the September 22, 2016 garden seminar at the Mt. Orab campus of 

Southern State Community College. Chris McCullough, President of the Cincinnati Chapter of Wild Ones, will 

present the program, Getting Started: A Beginner’s Guide to Natural Landscaping in Your Own 

Backyard. Remember that all seminars are free and open to the public. We will meet in room 107 from 7:00 

p.m. to 8:00 p.m. So if you are wondering where and how to start a pollinator habitat or add more native plants 

to your landscape – plan to attend! 
  

Plan to stop by our booth at the Brown County Fair! 


