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Seeds of Freedom 
 

Submitted by Faye Mahaffey 

OSUE Brown County Master Gardener Volunteer 

 

The month of May is almost over and most of our gardens are planted. The Ohio Veterans Home in Georgetown, Ohio has 

newly renovated raised beds that allow Veteran Gardeners to continue their beloved hobby of gardening. These long-term 

care veterans enjoy the feel of dirt in their hands, regardless of the limitations of a wheelchair, oxygen tank, or other 

health issues. 

 

OSUE Brown County Master Gardeners meet with the Veteran gardeners on the third Tuesday of each month during the 

growing season, rain or shine! Each year we interview the gardeners asking about their favorite crops to grow, when they 

started gardening, who helped them learn to garden, and any gardening tips they would like to share. 

 

What do the Master Gardener Volunteers do? Amend the soil, help plant, weed, mulch, stake and cage tomatoes, and most 

of all; we take time to talk with the Veteran gardeners. We swap stories about the biggest tomato, the longest cucumber, 

the tastiest watermelon, or what to do about insect pests in the garden. There are lots of opportunities for education as well 

as conversations. 

 

Brown County Master Gardener Volunteer, Susan Barber, raises tomato plants for the Veteran Gardeners each year and 

they start asking when they will be ready to plant when we get the beds ready in April! We talked about not putting them 

out too early because of the cool nights, but when I arrived on our May meeting day, there were already tomatoes in the 

ground!  

 

As we unpacked the tomatoes and lined up the bags of mulch, the Veteran Gardeners were anxious to get the new plants 

in the ground. We have a record number of gardeners this year, so the Master Gardeners kept busy! The Veteran 

Gardeners are given control over their raised bed garden and are encouraged to express their individuality. This group of 

gardeners loves to be outside and chat with their friends. 

 

When one of the residents asked me why I drove so far just to volunteer, my quick reply was, “I always go home with a 

smile on my face and lots of stories about my day at the Ohio Veterans Home!” Gardens are planted and cared for, 

friendships are formed, and spirits are raised. 

 

It’s not too late to register for the upcoming training classes to become a Master Gardener Volunteer!  Adams, Brown and 

Highland Counties are combining to present the training starting in October. The cost is $150 and the deadline to register 

is May 31, 2015. A $100 (non-refundable) deposit is required at the time of registration. We need a minimum of 10 

committed trainees in order to present the 13 training classes. If the minimum of 10 is not met the $100 deposit will be 

refunded. The location will be announced at a later date. 

 

If you have any questions you can contact David Dugan (937-515-2314), Faye Mahaffey (fhmgarden@gmail.com), Gayle 

Chadwell (gaylechad@yahoo.com), or Ray Koch (koch.381@osu.edu). To learn more about the OSUE Master Gardeners, 

be sure to visit our website (mastergardener.osu.edu). 
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 Can you believe it is almost time for the list of gardening tasks for June? The tomatoes are blooming and I can 

hardly wait for that first sun-warmed tomato 


