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As we find ourselves in the last week of August, it is time to check September’s list of gardening tasks.  

  

Our list of tasks includes: 

 Continue watering your garden as needed during dry weather 

 Continue collecting seeds for next year’s garden 

 Continue checking regularly for signs of pests and diseases 

 Continue weeding your beds 

 Cover water gardens with netting to catch any falling leaves 

 Water newly planted trees and shrubs once a week 

 Cut back ragged-looking perennials 

 Divide perennials 

 Divide peonies 

 Plant tulips 

 Continue direct-seeding lettuce, endive and spinach 

 Harvest the last of your basil before frost 

 Dig up and pot rosemary to overwinter indoors 

 Clean up areas of the vegetable garden that have finished producing 

 Move indoors any houseplants that have summered outdoors. Be sure to check for signs of insects as you 

bring them in. 

 
Have the weeds over-taken your garden? I always laugh when I hear someone say, “Yep, I cleaned the weeds out 

of my garden with the mower!” At least try to get the weeds cut down before they go to seed or the vicious cycle 

will continue. 

 

Are you wondering what to do with all your milkweed pods? If you aren’t going to plant them, your county Soil 

and Water Conservation District office will take them. During September and October, everyone is encouraged to 

collect milkweed pods from established plants and drop them off at the nearest pod collection station. Clermont 

SWCD’s office at the county fairgrounds (1000 Locust Street in Owensville) will serve as the collection station 

for Clermont County. Brown County SWCD’s office is located at 706 S. Main St. in Georgetown and will serve 

as the collection station for Brown County. Anyone is welcome to drop off milkweed pods between 8 a.m. and 

4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.  

  

To collect the seed pods from a milkweed plant, it is best to pick them when they are dry, gray, or brown in color. 

If the center seam pops with gentle pressure, they can be picked. It is best to collect pods into paper bags or paper 

grocer sacks. Avoid using plastic bags because they attract moisture. Store seeds in a cool, dry area until you can 

deliver it to the SWCD office. Harvesting pods from milkweed plants does not have any effect on the population 

of milkweed in established areas. It is recommended that you wear disposable gloves when picking and 

handling pods. 

 



 
 

All milkweed pods collected during this time will be processed by the Ohio Pollinator Habitat Initiative (OPHI) 

partners and all of the seed collected will be used to establish new plantings and create additional habitat for the 

monarch butterfly throughout Ohio. 

  

Interested in learning more about native plants and including them in your landscape? Plan to attend our first 

garden seminar on Thursday, September 22 at the Mt. Orab campus of Southern State Community College. Chris 

McCullough, President of the Cincinnati Chapter of Wild Ones, will present the program, Getting Started: A 

Beginner’s Guide to Natural Landscaping in Your Own Backyard. Remember that all seminars are free and 

open to the public. We will meet in room 107 from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Mark your calendars for this interesting 

and informative garden seminar sponsored by the OSUE Brown County Master Gardener Volunteers. 

  

 

 


