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September at the Ohio Veterans Home 

Submitted by Faye Mahaffey 

OSUE Brown County Master Gardener Volunteer 

 

The OSUE Brown County Master Gardeners have been working with the Veteran Gardeners at the Ohio 

Veterans Home in Georgetown, Ohio for 5 years on the third Tuesday of the month during the growing season. 

These long-term care Veterans enjoy the feel of dirt in their hands, regardless of the limitations of a wheelchair, 

oxygen tank, or other health issues. This on-going project encourages residents to continue their life-long love 

of gardening, or for some it is an opportunity to learn something new. This social activity of gardening with 

friends helps boost self-esteem and self-confidence. 
  

This year’s crops have been diverse. Tomatoes, squash, cucumbers, radishes, lettuce, peppers, and potatoes are 

just a few of the vegetables tended to in the raised beds. This year there are flowers, banana trees, mangoes, and 

papayas in some of the beds.  
  

Working with the Veteran Gardeners provides opportunities for education and conversations. Gardens are 

planted and cared for, friendships are formed, and spirits are raised. One of the Veterans asked me why I chose 

to drive so far to volunteer. My reply was, “It’s simple. Every time I drive home from here I have a great big 

smile on my face!” 
  

Are you ready for the September list of gardening tasks? It is time to start walking around and taking pictures 

and making notes about what changes you want to make for next year. Pam Bennett’s list for September in the 

Ohio Gardener is pretty brief and includes: 1) Apply pre-emergent herbicides in the perennial and landscape 

beds to prevent winter annuals from germinating. Make sure the bed is weed-free first. 2) Put your third 

application of fertilizer on the lawn. 
  

September really is a month that you should be able to relax a bit. One of my favorite blogs, Tenth Acre 

Farm.com, shared a great idea they call the “15 minute garden plan”. They explain that 15 minutes a day can 

help us keep up with the garden and hold back anxiety and feelings of being overwhelmed. These daily visits to 

the garden allow you to spot pest problems early and discover interesting things too! You might not get 

everything done in these 15 minute visits, but it certainly takes the stress off and allows you to enjoy the sun 

and fresh air for a bit, and most importantly, to  remember that gardening is fun. Remember that these bloggers 

have a small property. For my own landscape, I might have to call it the “30 minute to 60 minute plan”! 
  

It is time to mark your calendars for the first garden seminar on Thursday, September 17 at the Mt. Orab 

campus of Southern State Community College from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.  Brown County Master Gardener, 

Gary Keuffer, will be talking about bees, beekeeping and planting for the pollinators. Remember that all 

seminars are free and open to the public.  
  

Signs of fall are all round. The Walnut leaves have started to fall and the Maple trees are changing color! The 

tomatoes are still coming pretty steady and it is time for another batch of chili sauce.  
 


