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Spring Wildflowers 
Submitted by Faye Mahaffey 

OSUE Brown County Master Gardener Volunteer 

What is a wildflower? One definition explains that it is any flowering plant, usually herbaceous, that grows in 

the wild (native or naturalized).  

Warmer days in February and March start the “parade” of wildflowers that bloom from February to October. 

Robert Henn, author of Wildflowers of Ohio, has put together a very handy list of bloom times for all the 

wildflowers. I have learned to take multiple copies with me when I go on a wildflower walk because of all the 

interest the check list generates.  

The list for February and March includes: Skunk Cabbage, Rue Anemone, Trailing Arbutus, Bloodroot, Hispid 

Buttercup, Celandine-poppy, Coltsfoot, Purple Cress, Dandelion, Purple Dead-nettle, Harbinger-of-Spring, 

Henbit, Round-lobed Hepatica, Sharp-lobed Hepatica, Ground Ivy, Periwinkle, Spring Beauty, Snow Trillium, 

Yellow Trout-lily, Common blue Violet, and Whitlow-grass.  

When I head out for a wildflower walk I have loaded my backpack with at least 2 identification book, a 

notepad, a pen, and my camera. As I snap photos of wildflowers and we are identifying them, I make notes (in 

the order of the photos) so that when I look at them on the computer I can be sure of what I am looking at!  

Henn shares some great tips about how to identify a wildflower. “Look at several flowers of this type that are in 

front of you. Then visually select an individual that appears to be the most “typical” of the plant. First, study the 

flower. What color is it? How many petals does it have? What is the arrangement of the petals and other flower 

parts? Second, observe the leaves. Are they opposite, alternate, or whorled on the stem? Are the leaves a single 

blade or divided? Are the margins of the leaves toothed or plain? Last, examine the stem. Is it hairy or smooth? 

Is it round or square?”  

If you use the Newcomb Wildflower Guide, then I am impressed! Several of the “serious” wildflower walks I 

have been on in the past, the leader would pull out his copy of Newcomb’s Guide and start to “key” out the 

wildflower! I am usually standing in the back, leafing through my Henn Guide that is organized by colors of the 

blooms. Someday I hope to add keying wildflowers to my bag of tricks.  

Robert Henn tells wildflower enthusiasts to enjoy, be inspired by, and protect the wildflowers of Ohio. As you 

walk in the woods….be sure to stay on the trail!  

 


