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Spring is Coming 
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March certainly came in like a lion this year! On March 1st we headed out for a 5 mile snowshoe hike at a nearby 

state park. Since the weather forecasters are calling for rain this week we thought this might be our last chance to 

play in the snow. 

 

One of my favorite garden writers, Margaret Roach, shares her best March garden advice in her newsletter 

awaytogarden.com. “Make like a daffodil. Poke your head up and have a look around – but be prepared to abort the 

mission, perhaps several times, and even get snowed on. Be nimble, ready to act when the forces are willing, but be 

patient, too, especially up North.” 

 

Roach advises gardeners to make two to-do March task lists: “One labeled, “If frozen…” and the other, “If 

thawed….” The March garden chores really amount to a horticultural improvisation act, juggling between Plan A 

and Plan B.” 

 

Pam Bennett, state coordinator for the Ohio Master Gardener Volunteers, is also a contributing writer for one of my 

favorite gardening magazines, Ohio Gardener. In the March/April edition Pam provides the gardener with a list of 

garden tasks for the entire year! Her March tasks include: 1) Start pruning your fruit trees, small fruits such as 

grapevines, and other woody ornamentals; 2) In mid-March, spray dormant oil on apples and other fruit trees if you 

have had trouble with scale and red mites. Be sure temperatures are above freezing and that they will stay above 

freezing for 24 hours after spraying; 3) Spray lime-sulfur on peaches to prevent peach leaf curl; 4) Weather 

permitting, plant peas, potatoes and other cool-season crops in mid-March; 5) Rejuvenate any overgrown shrubs 

before they begin to grow; 6) In late March, start tomatoes, peppers, cabbage and other vegetables indoors; 7) Do a 

soil test on your garden soil; 8) In late March to early April, cut back the roses and perennials that you left alone for 

the winter before the new growth resumes. Remove protective winter mulch as the plants show new growth. 

 

The February 19th garden seminar on starting seeds was cancelled due to weather. We are hoping to reschedule this 

seminar and will notify you of the new date when it is confirmed. 

  

The March 19th garden seminar at the Mt. Orab campus of Southern State Community College will provide 

information about Invasive plants in the landscape from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.  Remember that all seminars are free 

and open to the public. Be sure to check the SSCC website to learn about any campus closings. 

  

The countdown to spring is on! Are you ready? 

  

  


