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Are you ready to start digging in the dirt? The seed catalogs are still rolling in and the box stores have put out 

the seed packet displays! Have you developed a plan for your vegetable garden so the spontaneous purchases 

can be kept to a minimum? 

  

Each spring I mull over thoughts of starting seeds indoors. We all know that growing transplants from seed 

gives the gardener a greater access to many cultivars and produces a large number of transplants inexpensively. 

One year the heated mat came out and I was ready to sow seeds. Sadly, many little sprouted seeds met their 

demise.  

  

There are lists of common mistakes that are made when starting seeds indoors that include: Not enough light, 

Too much or too little water, Starting seeds too soon, Planting seeds too deep, Not labeling the planted seeds, 

Buying more seeds than you need, and “Dropping the Ball” when it comes to hardening off your transplants. 

  

If you are interested in reading more about the whole process you can go to the Clemson Cooperative Extension 

website and check out Fact Sheet HGIC 1259, “Starting Seeds Indoors”. 

  

Better yet, you can attend the garden seminar being held February 19, 2015 at the Mt. Orab campus of Southern 

State Community College!  Susan Barber, OSUE Brown County Master Gardener Volunteer, will present a 

program on Starting Seeds from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.Many of you may remember the giant 296.5 lbs. 

watermelon that was on display at the Mt. Orab Kroger store in October. Susan grew that prize winning 

watermelon that was the largest grown in the USA and second largest in the world! Susan has the “touch” when 

it comes to starting all sorts of seeds and provides the gardeners at the Veterans home with beautiful tomato 

plants each year.  

  

Starting seeds indoors takes dedication, attention and time. Remember those marigold seeds we planted in first 

grade in our milk cartons? The excitement and pride we experienced when we saw the first sprout? Looking 

back I wonder how many “extras” Mrs. Lumpkin planted at home just in case there were seed fatalities on the 

window sill at school. 

  

What is the best part about starting your own seeds? You always plants to share with your friends and family! 

  

  

 


