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Stretching the Garden Budget 
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One of my favorite garden authors, Margaret Roach, advises gardeners to first shop in your own flower beds 

before heading out to your local garden centers! Are there plants that need to be divided? Did you find some 

bonus plants that came up from seeds? Take stock of what you have growing before you head out to buy more 

plants and NEVER go to the garden center without a list! 

 

Another of my favorite garden bloggers, Empress of Dirt, recently posted a fantastic list of garden mistakes that 

waste money that includes: 

1. Plant Overload! Spring-fever gets us buying way more plants than we have room for. Or, sometimes 

we have the garden space, but no time to plant them. Before loading up the cart ask yourself, “Am I 

going to be able to plant all of this?” 

2. Bad Soil. There’s no sense planting good plants in poor quality soil. Improve your soil each season 

with natural enrichers like compost to give your plants a healthy foundation. 

3. Nice plants – wrong zone. Plants dying or taking over the garden? Non-native plants (or ones that 

have not adapted properly) will struggle in the wrong zone, require too much pampering (and 

resources), or worse still, become invasive. Find out what’s suitable for your area and stick to plants 

that thrive with minimal care. 

4. Temporary Eye Candy. “Oh, but they’re so pretty!” Yes, they are. Annuals can be irresistible with 

all those gorgeous colors and textures and instant gratification. But using up your budget on single-

season plants doesn’t help with the goal of creating a long-term sustainable garden. If your budget is 

tight and you want a long-lasting garden, focus on perennials (plants that last many years) and sneak 

just a few annuals in. 

5. Gardening Myths. There ae so many crazy gardening “wives’ tales.” Follow the basics: Plants 

suitable for your zone, Good soil, Best locations, Room to grow, Water, Sunshine, and follow 

nature-it knows a thing or two about how to grow things. 

6. Wanting it all now. We’ve all been there! You want that beautiful garden and you want it now. But 

the reality is, everyone has a budget and if yours doesn’t allow for large, expensive plants to move 

things along quickly, you are going to have to be patient. 

7. Growing Yucky things. Don’t grow vegetables you don’t want to eat! Focus on veggies you love! 

The raindrops keep coming and the weeds are getting taller in my   garden. I am hoping to at least hoe down the 

tallest and transplant the sunflower plants that have come up.  

 

There have been some pleasant surprises in my woodland garden. I have a patch of Jack-in-the-Pulpits, Red 

Trillium, Yellow Violets and Waterleaf. Now it is time to pull the Garlic Mustard and Honeysuckle before it 

squeezes out those prized wildflowers. 



 
 

Don’t forget to mark your calendars for our final garden seminar being held on Thursday, May 19 at 7:00 p.m. 

Danielle Thompson (Brown County Soil and Water) will talk about Prairie plants and how we can incorporate 

them into our landscape. This seminar will be held in the conference room at the Brown County Board of 

Education Building on Hamer Road in Georgetown. Remember that all seminars are free and open to the public. 

Here’s hoping that we all get to dig in the dirt soon! 

 
 


