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The April Garden 
Submitted by Faye Mahaffey 

OSUE Brown County Master Gardener Volunteer 

 

The Ohio weather continues to wreak havoc in my landscape. We experienced 29 degrees on Saturday morning and then 

by that afternoon we were shedding our coats and gloves as we worked at the barn. Layers are definitely a must this 

spring! 
  

The garlic is up in my enclosed “Rabbit Garden” and the weeds are growing by leaps and bounds. I am beginning to look 

around and feel surrounded by WEEDS! 
  

My favorite garden blogger, Margaret Roach, reminds us that even though April is one of the busiest months of the garden 

year, we are not powerless!  She shares 10 strategic steps for getting started and her list includes: 

1. Start cleanup near the house. Tidying beds along the most-traveled front walkway early reminds me that I can 

do this, a little at a time. Walking past a mess every time I go out: not so inspiring. Work out from homebase. 

2. Spot clean key areas, so earliest crops can get sown, then double back later if other “must” extra-early chores 

are still undone in the edible garden. 

3. Gently remove matted leaves to uncover early spring ornamentals first, even if you can’t stop to clean the 

whole bed. 

4. Stay on track with seed-starting. Make a chart of what to sow when, indoors or out, or organize packets week-

by-week, in an accordion file. Move any packet that’s best sown a little at a time ahead two weeks in the filing 

system after you use it, to plan for a staggered supply of salads, carrots, and such. 

5. Make space in the compost heap for incoming debris you’ll be generating fast. 

6. Order mulch now, preferably a bulk delivery – skipping all those plastic bags. 

7. Empty nest boxes of old nests, and maybe add more birdhouses. 

8. Muck out water gardens, and get pumps and filters going again. 

9. Never walk, or work, in mucky soil.  

10. Treat yourself to a little color-again, for encouragement. I like big bowls of pansies or violas, for instance, to 

cheer me on in April, because the list can feel daunting.” 
 

We all know what needs to be accomplished in our gardens this month, it just becomes making the list and prioritizing the 

list! 
  

The discouraging part for me is that as soon as it is dry enough to work in the garden, it rains again! I am ready to get out 

some boards for a board walk! 
  

We hope that you are planning to attend the April 20
th
 garden seminar being held at the Mt. Orab campus of Southern 

State Community College at 7:00 p.m. Ron Powell, President of The Ohio Pawpaw Growers Association, will present the 

program, PAWPAW 101: JUST THE BASICS. All seminars are free and open to the public and are held in Room 107. 
  

On Saturday, April 22 at 11:30 a.m. we are hosting a OSUE Brown County Master Gardener Volunteer Reunion Meal. 

This meal will give anyone who completed Master Gardener Volunteer training in Brown County the opportunity to meet 

the current officers and graduates and visit with gardening friends. We will meet in Rhonemus Hall at the Brown County 

Fairgrounds. If you are planning to attend, please contact Faye Mahaffey at fhmgarden@gmail.com. 
  

Enjoy the warmer weather and don’t get overwhelmed by the weeds! 
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