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It’s official! It’s time to think about the gardeners on your gift list. I received the dreaded phone call from our 

son asking what items were on my “wish” list this year. I asked several gardeners what was on their wish list 

and I thought you might enjoy hearing some of their answers. They include: a bee hive for their garden, a small 

green house, books on trees, weeds and plant breeding, pocket magnifier, ear plugs, pot and garden labels, and 

garden gloves. 
  

Gardeners are always looking for that new garden tool that will make their life easier in the garden. The tool 

corner in my potting shed tells the history of my gardening. I have my grandpa’s hoe, a spade, a round point 

shovel and then a variety of “new” garden tools that made promises to cut off weeds quicker or chop up those 

clods in the garden. The high wheel cultivator is stored in the barn since my grandpa had always bragged that it 

had never been left out in the rain!  
 

When asked what their favorite garden tools were, my gardening friends were quick to share their answers: 

pruners with gears that allow you to cut a good size limb with little strength, a seed planter that evenly 

distributes the seed and speeds up the process, a Rogue Hoe that is made of agricultural disc blades and is made 

in the USA, a Felco pruning saw, because it is compact, fits in your pocket, and has sturdy blades that are 

replaceable, and a poly bedding fork that is handy to use when you are spreading mulch. 
 

Do you have a gardener on your list this year? Here are some other gift suggestions that you might consider: 

Rain gauge, composter, computer software, yard cart, or a gift certificate from a local merchant, nursery, or 

garden center. Gardeners love to wander the aisles with “cash in hand” looking for that special tool, comfortable 

pair of gloves, or special piece of art that will add a splash of color to their landscape. 
 

What about a book as a gift? Bringing Nature Home (Douglas W. Tallamy), 50 High-Impact, Low-Care 

Garden Plants (Tracy Disabato-Aust), The Prairie Peninsula (Guy Denny), and Garden-Pedia (Pam 

Bennett) are just a few of my favorites. 
 

My husband has learned that even old shovels, tractor parts, and other metal “treasures” can find a new life in 

my flower beds. I have a garden creature that we created out of an old spade, pitch fork and some miscellaneous 

spare parts and named him Heathcliff. There is a John Deere M radiator that is waiting in the barn that I hope 

will become the body of a garden scarecrow. Maybe the rest of his parts will be wrapped and under the tree this 

year! 

 


