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The Importance of Trees 

Submitted by Faye Mahaffey 

                                                   OSUE Brown County Master Gardener Volunteer 
 

Most of the leaves have fallen at our place. The snow and wind took the last down this past week. I love to 

experience the seasons and love the view of the woods at this time of the year. We headed out for a drive on 

Saturday and the Sycamore trees along the roadside were showy with their splotched white bark standing out 

alongside the darker barked trees. Many gardeners call the Sycamore tree the “60 mile an hour tree” because 

you can recognize it going down the highway at 60 m.p.h. 
  

Author Stan Tekiela lists the characteristics of the Sycamore tree (Platanus occidentalis) in his field guide, 

“Tree of Ohio” that include: Family: Sycamore (Platanaceae), Height: 60 to 90 feet, Tree: Large tree, often a 

single massive trunk, enlarged at the base, open widely spreading crown, Leaf: Simple, triangular, 4 – 8 inches 

length, alternately attached, 3-5 shallow pointed lobes, wavy coarse-toothed margin, 3 prominent veins, bright 

green above, paler below, Bark: Pale white color, smooth, peeling off in large thin sections, green and cream-

to-white inner bark produces a mottled effect, bark on the base of tree is often much darker than upper bark, 

Fruit: Light brown round aggregate of many nutlets, 1 inch in diameter, hanging from a long fruit stalk, 

remaining on tree into winter, Fall Color: Brown, Origin/Age: Native; 200 – 250 years, Habitat: Moist soils, 

rich bottomlands, sun to partial shade, Range: Throughout Ohio 
 

One of the programs I attended at our state conference a few years ago shared the top 10 reasons we need trees.  
 

The list included: 

1. Trees help purify the air we breathe by absorbing pollutants. They are carbon sinks. 

2. Trees increase property values and improve the tax base in communities. 

3. Trees improve neighborhood appeal, attracting businesses, shoppers, and homeowners. 

4. Trees cool our cities and towns by reducing heat generated by buildings and paved surfaces. 

5. Tree shade, properly placed, can save an average household up to $250 annually in energy costs. 

6. Trees reduce the amount of pollutants in sewer systems, saving communities millions of dollars in water 

treatment costs. 

7. Trees soften harsh building lines and large expanses of pavement, making urban environments much 

more pleasant. 

8. Trees provide habitat for birds and other wildlife, maintaining a balance with nature even in urban areas. 

9. Trees help clean our water supply by reducing the amount of water-borne pollutants that reach streams 

and rivers. 

10.Trees reduce levels of domestic violence and foster safer, more sociable neighborhood environments. 
 

Mark your calendars for our garden seminar being held on Thursday, November 21, 2019 at the Mt. Orab 

campus of Southern State Community College. James Morris, OSUE Brown County Agriculture and 

Natural Resources Educator, will talk about the use of Herbicides in your landscape, reading chemical labels 

and following label directions. Remember that all seminars are free and open to the public and are held in Room 

208 from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

 

 


