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The Un-Sung Heroes of the Garden 

Submitted by Faye Mahaffey 
OSUE Brown County Master Gardener Volunteer 

 
Are you walking around your gardens wondering where to start first? The weeds in our driveway are growing so fast 

that I am considering attacking them with the mower! Remember that Margaret Roach (A Way to Garden) 

recommends starting near the house. I headed out yesterday with a pen and notepad to make the dreaded “list” and 

now it is time to prioritize. What needs to be done sooner than later? We purchased a new grill and the deck is 

undergoing a few changes. The whiskey barrels need to be replaced and the pallet garden has been replaced with a 

huge blue pot. I am looking through my container books for some ideas before I head to the garden center, otherwise 

the spontaneous buying might come into play. Admit it…gardeners are plantaholics! 

 

As I worked on the containers on the deck, I began pulling out the garden tools and my five-gallon buckets. What are 

your favorite garden accessories? Five-gallon buckets are at the top of my list. I load them up with soil, mulch, 

compost, plants, etc. I take them with me into the flower beds when I’m weeding and the garden when I am 

harvesting. At Susan Barber’s program on” Starting a Garden”, she praised the five-gallon bucket for its many uses 

that included: turning it over and sitting on it, picking produce into it, and making compost tea in it. After sending an 

email out the Brown County Master Gardener Volunteers I was able to add a few more to the list: Garden hose 

storage, put a hole in the bottom and grow upside-down tomato plants, use with a cover for a compost bucket for 

kitchen scraps, use with a cover to store grain, seed, soil amendments, etc., Drill a few small holes in the bottom, fill 

with water and use for slow drip irrigation, Frost protection for young tomato or pepper plants, and of course storage 

for your garden tools. 

 

What is another un-sung hero in the garden? Gallon jugs! I load them into my Gator and head off to water where the 

hose won’t reach. Some other great uses include: 1) Cut off the bottoms and turn jugs into cloches. Place over young 

plants to protect them from frost. 2) Slice the bottom inch or two off jugs and use as trays for starting seeds. Poke a 

few holes in the bottom for drainage, add seed starting mix, and plant. 3) Make an upside-down planter from a milk 

jug Cut off the bottom, punch holes to hang, roll a piece of newspaper into a cone, and place into the opening. Insert 

plant upside down into the opening, and fill the jug with potting soil, covering the roots. 4) Slice a jug at an angle 

from just below the handle to the bottom on the opposite side to create an instant scoop, complete with handle. 5) 

Make a waterer by punching holes in the lid. Use half-gallon jugs for kids or anyone who can’t manage a heavy full 

gallon. You can also punch holes in the bottom and use to spread seed.  

 

Mark your calendars for our last garden seminar being held on Thursday, May 19 at 7:00 p.m. Danielle Thompson 

(Brown County Soil and Water) will talk about Prairie plants. This seminar will be held in the conference room at 

the Brown County Board of Education Building on Hamer Road in Georgetown.  

 

The garden season seems to be in full swing! People are bragging about planting peas and potatoes. My garden is too 

wet to work and I am trying to stay calm. Deep breath…. deep breath… I’m not sure it’s working. I guess I will have 

to get out my pots so I can dig in the dirt. 


