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Visitors in the Milkweed Patch 
Submitted by Faye Mahaffey 

OSUE Brown County Master Gardener Volunteer 

 

As I pulled weeds in the garden this week I always like to take a break and walk around to see what’s new. I 

found a small population of Large Milkweed bugs (Oncopeltus fasciatus) feeding on the Milkweed seed pods. 

This orange-red and black bug is more of a nuisance than a threat to milkweed plants. They feed on the seeds by 

piercing the seed pod and can be found in all stages of growth on the plants in mid to late summer. 

 

It isn’t just Monarch butterflies that depend upon milkweeds, according to the ODNR publication, Milkweeds 

and Monarchs. These plants spawn a blizzard of biodiversity, especially when one includes the legions of 

pollinators that visit the flowers. In addition to Monarchs, there are numerous other insect species that are 

milkweed obligates – milkweeds are the only plants that meet their nutritional requirements. Most of the insects 

that specialize on milkweeds are boldly marked in colors of black and orange. Such “loud” coloration is termed 

aposematic-the bright hues serve to warn would-be predators that the colorful insects are toxic, and predators 

quickly learn to shun them. These insects’ toxicity is derived from consuming the poisonous cardiac glycosides 

in milkweed sap. If you plant milkweeds, chances are great you will soon attract one or more of some of these 

species – Milkweed -leaf beetle, Orange assassin bug, Milkweed tussock moth caterpillars, as well as the Large 

Milkweed bugs.  

 

Speaking of pollinators – there is a new pocket guide to help you identify common bees found in Ohio. 

“Common Bees of Ohio” a 4-by-6-inch laminated card, is available at The Ohio State University’s online store 

at go.osu.edu/BeeID. “Bees are essential pollinators, “said the card’s developer, Denise Ellsworth, who’s the 

program director of the Honey Bee and Native Pollinator Education Program in Ohio State’s College of Food, 

Agricultural and Environmental Sciences. “They’re beautiful, important and diverse creatures that positively 

impact our lives.” 

 

In all, the card shows you what 16 Buckeye State bees look like-including the squash bee, mason bee and 

mining bee, among others-along with a fly and a wasp that look confusingly bee-like. The bees’ sizes and 

scientific names are included. 

 

I still can’t believe it is August already. I am picking a small bucket of tomatoes daily, so a batch of chili sauce 

is in my near future. Someone dropped off a bag of beets and we are enjoying pickled eggs and beets for lunch 

each day. This heat has me watering my herb containers on the deck daily. Everything else just has to make it 

on its own! How is your garden growing in this heat? 

 

Don’t forget to email your gardening questions to OSUE Brown County Master Gardener Volunteer, Mike 

Hannah, at mhannah1951@gmail.com 
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