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Weed or Wildflower? 
Submitted by Faye Mahaffey 

OSUE Brown County Master Gardener Volunteer 
 

This past week I made two trips to Columbus and was amazed at the sea of white blooms along the Interstate. 

What was blooming?  One of my favorite wildflowers, the Oxeye Daisy (Leucanthemum vulgare), a member of 

the Aster family (Asteraceae). 

  

Is this little beauty a wildflower, or a weed? It depends on what book you are reading! If you visit the website, 

oardc.ohio-state.edu/weedguide, you will find some very interesting facts about the Oxeye Daisy. When 

referring to the reference book, Wildflowers of Ohio, written by Robert L. Henn, the reader finds the 

description; solitary white Daisy, 1 to 2 inches wide, with 15 to 20 white rays. Disk yellow, depressed in center. 

Leaves dark green, alternate, and bluntly toothed or lobed. Stem solitary, smooth. Height: 1 – 3 feet. 

  

According to the OARDC Ohio Perennial and Biennial Weed Guide, after Oxeye Daisy was introduced into 

North America from its native Europe, it became regarded by some people as an attractive flowering plant while 

others viewed it as nothing more than a noxious weed. The plant is now naturalized throughout the U.S. and 

southern Canada. Oxeye Daisy can be found allover Ohio. It typically grows in patches in fields, roadsides, 

railroads, waste places, open woods, and disturbed areas such as lawns and gardens. It rarely grows in wet soil. 

Flowering begins in May or June and continues until autumn. Because spread is by way of short rhizomes, 

dense patches often form. To control mechanically, plants should be mown as soon as flowers appear. 

  

There is no none toxicity, however, if eaten by cows, Oxeye Daisy produces an unwanted flavor in milk. 

  

There are many common names for the Oxeye Daisy: butter daisy, Dutch curse, field daisy, horse daisy, 

marguerite, moon daisy, thunderflower, and white flower, just to name a few. 

  

Robert Henn reminds readers that in the drama Faust, by Johann Goethe, Marguerite sang the refrain: “He loves 

me, he loves me not….” as she picked the petals from a Daisy. I am sad to report that several Oxeye Daisies 

met their demise in my childhood from that very practice. 

  

So, what do you think? Weed or Wildflower? I lean towards the wildflower when it comes to the Oxeye Daisy. 

I love to see it blooming along the roadsides and after all, some gardeners think that a weed is simply a plant 

that wants to grow where people want something else! 

 

Or better yet, a weed is no more than a flower in disguise! 

  
 


