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All of a sudden, it’s time to get out the hats, gloves, scarves and boots! The wood stove is keeping us nice and toasty. I’m 

not used to putting on so many layers to walk to the mail box or put the bird feeders out! 
  

Have you ever wondered what bees do in the winter? When the outside temperatures drop to about 55 degrees, it signals 

the bees to start gathering for winter warmth. Bees are active all winter long. The bee is cold blooded, so the hive must 

maintain a warm temperature to keep the colony alive. 
  

They accomplish this through clustering. The bees attach themselves to each other with the queen in the center of the 

cluster. The movement of their bodies through shivering and wing flapping creates warmth and keeps the queen at around 

90 degrees in the center of the cluster. Outer bees trade places with inner bees to maintain a rotation of temperature and to 

allow honey consumption. As the temperatures drop, the cluster cinches up, and the bees tighten the cluster to create more 

warmth. All of the movement takes a great deal of energy on the part of the bees. They replenish their energy stores by 

consuming stored honey. The cluster moves around the hive consuming honey as it goes. The saying “Busy as Bees” 

really makes sense now. 
  

Want to be a “Beek”? What is a “Beek”? In today’s slang, it’s a beekeeper. In the coming weeks, there will be several 

opportunities to learn about the fascinating world of beekeeping. Bees are critical to our ecosystem for the pollination they 

provide to produce the wide variety of foods we consume in our daily diets.  
  

The Georgetown Public Library will feature Chris Dresel, President of The Brown County Beekeepers Association on 

Saturday, January 7, 2017 at 1:00 p.m. Chris will discuss his experiences in beekeeping with a program titled, 

“Beekeeping 101”. 
  

On January 10, 2017, the Brown County Beekeepers Association will have a program on “Getting Started in 

Beekeeping” at 7:00 p.m. in the Community Room of Western Brown High School, Mt. Orab, Ohio. The bee club will 

begin their regular monthly schedule on February 14, 2017, in the Community Room, featuring guest speaker, Kevin 

Hale, President of the Licking River Beekeepers Association, who will share his presentation of “How to Produce 100 lbs. 

of Honey from your Hive”. 
  

The 8
th
 Annual Northeastern Kentucky Beekeeping School will take place on February 25, 2017 at the Maysville 

Community and Technical College in Maysville, Kentucky. Like all be schools, there will be a wide variety of topics of 

interest to both novice and experienced beekeepers. Information about the program can be found at 

www.lickingriverbeekeepers.com. 
  

On March 25, 2017, the Southwestern Ohio Beekeeping School will take place at the Oasis Conference Center in 

Loveland, Ohio from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. This is one of the most popular bee programs in the region featuring a wide 

variety of bee vendors as well as excellent educational programs. Registration begins January 15, 2017 and early 

registration is crucial. The program has limited capacity which is filled within two weeks of open registration. Information 

about the program can be found at http://warren.osu.edu/events/southwestern-ohio-beekeeper-school. 
  

If you have always wanted to know more about bees, or try your hand at beekeeping – now is the time to register for these 

events! Winter is really when things start to happen in the bee education world! 
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