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Wildflowers in April 
Submitted by Faye Mahaffey 

 OSUE Brown County Master Gardener Volunteer 

 

The walk to our mailbox is taking longer these days. I find myself touring the beds in the front yard looking for 

blooms and newly emerged Perennials. The squirrels have missed a couple of my tulip bulbs and I have enjoyed 

the added color. The dandelions have enjoyed the warmer weather and it is looking a bit more yellow in our 

front yard. I keep explaining to my husband that dandelions are important to pollinators but so far I’m not 

winning that battle.  

 

A few years ago I was “gifted” a few large concrete balls that were initially used for weight-lifting. When asked 

if I was interested, the reply was a quick “Yes! When can I get them?” Of course, my husband’s question was, 

“Where are you putting them?” One of the balls found a home close to some trees that he hated to trim around. 

After mulching around the area in the fall, it wasn’t until the following spring that I noticed some plants starting 

to emerge in the bed. Strangely, they were all the same and the Identification books came out. The leaves were 

the key to identifying the emerging plants as Yellow Trout lilies (Erythronium americanum). Stan Tekiela, 

author of Wildflowers of Ohio, explains that the common name “Trout” comes from its mottled leaves, which 

resemble the coloring of a Brown Trout.  

 

One of the most common spring wildflowers found carpeting deciduous forest floors, the Yellow Trout Lily 

reproduces mostly by underground bulbs. It may take up to seven years for a plant to be mature enough to 

flower. Only the older plants with two leaves are capable of flowering. This spring my Trout Lily patch is full 

of blooms. Each flower has 6 backward-curving petals, which are actually 3 petals and 3 petal-like sepals. Trout 

lilies depend mostly on native bees for pollination. 

 

We headed out for a hike this past weekend and I pulled out Robert Henn’s wildflower check list for April that 

includes: Large-flowered Bellwort, Blue-eyed Mary, Virginia Bluebells, Bluets, Blue Cohosh, Wild Columbine, 

Yellow Corydalis, Spring Cress, Dutchman’s-breeches, Wild Geranium, Wild Ginger, Goldenseal, Crested 

Dwarf Iris, Dwarf Iris, Jack-in-the-Pulpit, Jacob’s Ladder, Dwarf Larkspur, Marsh Marigold, Mayapple, Early 

Meadow-rue, Miterwort, Field Pussytoes, Golden Ragwort, Shooting Star, Squawroot, Squirrel-corn, Wild 

Strawberry, Red Trillium, Sessile Trillium, Drooping Trillium, Large-flowered Trillium, Twinleaf, Canada 

Violet, Wood-betony. Of course, the strange weather has things blooming at odd times, so you have to keep the 

checklist and reference books handy as you hike! 

 

The snap of warm weather has lured gardeners outside. My husband put off mowing the lawn as long as he 

could. My garden journal is out and my pencil is sharpened. It’s time to make a game plan for the garden 

chores! Don’t forget to wear sunscreen! 

  
 

 


