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Winter Bird Feeding 
Submitted by Faye Mahaffey 

OSUE Brown County Master Gardener Volunteer 

 

As the temperatures dropped and the snow began to fall this past weekend, the bird count at my feeders on the 

deck tripled! The suet feeders came out and the peanut feeders are emptied daily by my hungry flying friends. I 

even brought out the birdseed block that Santa left on the porch for me! During the summer I don’t have many 

European Starlings visit the feeders, but on the bitterly cold days even they will dine on our deck. I always put 

some seed on the ground for the Mourning Doves and Northern Cardinals. We had an “incident” on Sunday 

with a bird bouncing off the sliding glass door and then being scooped up by a hawk! It all happened so quickly 

that we couldn’t identify either bird, but we know it turned out to be a bad day for one of them! 
 

Let’s look at the rest of Jim McCormac’s list of the top 11 breeding birds in Ohio as listed in his recent article in 

the winter edition of the Wild Ohio Magazine that includes: #6 European Starling (tied with the Common 

Grackle at 2.6 million) This bird was introduced in New York City in 1890 and 1891, in an effort to introduce 

species mentioned in the plays of William Shakespeare; #7 Indigo Bunting (2.5 million)  the upbeat bouncy 

song of this bird and its vibrant blue feathers make it a recognizable and popular bird species; #8 Red-Winged 

Blackbird (tied with Indigo Bunting at 2.5 million) This bird is an excellent harbinger of spring; #9 Northern 

Cardinal (2.2 million) Ohio’s official state bird, is also perhaps our most widely recognized songbird; #10 Blue-

Gray Gnatcatcher (1.8 million) These birds are generally high in the treetops and seasonally return in March and 

April and then retreat south in the fall; and #11 Mourning Dove (tied with Blue-Gray Gnatcatcher at 1.8 

million) Hunters are familiar with the only non-songbird to make this list. The dove is North America’s most 

harvested bird species and one of the country’s most abundant birds, with an estimated population of 100 

million. As I have often shared, feeding birds is one of my favorite pastimes. My husband and I love to identify 

the “diners” and Miss Kitty? She is a keen observer of everything happening on the deck! 
 

Don’t forget to mark your calendars for the January 21, 2016 garden seminar hosted by the OSUE Brown 

County Master Gardener Volunteers. Christine Tailer, (lawyer, author, beekeeper, newspaper columnist and 

owner of Straight Creek Valley Farm) will talk about the history of making maple syrup and will share personal 

experience in learning to tap the maple trees at her farm, Remember that all seminars are free and open to the 

public and meet from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in room 107 at the Mt. Orab campus of Southern State Community 

College.  Be sure to check SSCC’s website for closings due to winter weather at www.sscc.edu. 
 

Have you started planning your gardens for next year? The seed catalogs are piling up beside my chair and I 

haven’t made my 2016 resolutions yet!!! 
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